.| From left to right the g
" Arthur, Julia A., Mrs. Rebecca,
' McAdams .in East Ashtabula cemetery.
mysterious deaths. Alexander was Jeanette McAdams’ fath
Rebecca her mother, and Eliza her father’s second wife, mhit
he married after Jeanette’s flight. ' it
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raves of Abigail, Walter, Luther,

Alexander M. and Mrs. Eliza
The first six die:gl ,
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ﬂu‘gﬁ:‘ ng. Thore werg it
PN who retumdil;i
of them who wandeved @
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Nix graves iy & |
who remembered “ité Thed “vétombored
vagruely the tale of old "Alexdnder” Me.
Adams, It is all but forgolten by the pros.
ent generation, but tho older ones who re-
turned-—they well knew the legend. Once
more these older ones wendered to the
cemefery, ag they used to go arm in arm
with their sweethearfs, of a Sunday
noon, and they looked onee more upon the

-

MeAdams burial lot, with its Sixi{,x‘r_&)’veé,z -
that they knew the story of, and ite two

HeWwer ones,

Ashtabuln was ouly o little sottloont tlleu,:n'_

croup of farm houses, & church, blacksmith shops,

factories ad some stores,” here are ounly- ‘s fow. .

teft now who remember it,  They wore ehildron
playing about the stroots thon,  Bub they have
heard theiv parents toll tho strango story -of fho

. vemlT
MeAdams family; thoy remombor how old Alex-” - -

ander MeAdams with his wife and nine chililfen
came to Ashtabuln and clonved away o pateh in.
the pine woods, and built & house with o big five-
Pueo in it, and how he lived much ‘to himselt and
worked quiotly at his patch of land, '

One day one of thoir, plnymates died; tho
youngest MceAdams child,  But they played on
ufter a fow days just the samo. Thon n fow yoars
later there wore two more donths in the MeAdams
Tamily; suddon and horrihic for tho agony ot tho
vietims,

Some relontloss fato, no one kuow nor could im-

agme what, was hanglng ovor tho MeAdams fum-
ily. Soon amothor waus struck -down, and . torrok .

afters

‘was on the whola eillage. alexander MeAdams,

who ‘had cuine to tno now country to hew out

humblo oxistenco, s wifo whe had seen four of

her ¢hildron dio as she stood helplessly by, and the
littlo childron who stood ’round and watched the
tamps by tho sick bed, and then the funeral—they
all passod their dnys in foar and trembling. From
sunrise until evering, none knew when his turn
woiild comé; nor ‘whothor mother, brothér, futhor

.or uistor would:bo the next to ioi¥ hia kindred in
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the silent row of graves over in lidgewoud come-
tery, : Co

The Daughter Who : :
Wandered Away S

Thero. -s somo hushod gossip that Jeanetio Me-
Adums had done away with hor brorhers and
. sistors. - Aftor the death of her mothor she disap-
poarod. It was suid that the duy before she loft
gho had given hor father a lottor to . ust.” Out of
curiosity, it is said, he opea  the loiter .nd found
that it outlineC plang for doing av..y with him.
Shortly :.fter this she lofl home.

None knew ‘mueh of tho girl. #he had worked

m Clev 4 and, strangaly -encugh, whenevor sho
visitod et rents there waa énll sor doctors in
the might, excited running about and shouting, the

noighbor women -would rusl 1n to lend thar aid,

and thoro- would be another funeral.” Aftor
Jonnetto’s disappearance the stor:ss ! th alleged
pe’ aine were quietcd, anc. children haddied bo-
fore the firo listenc . to theix olders t.iling of the
strango Jeaths of the McAc ms childron
The:e wore rumors that at intervals Joanptte
had rovisit  bLer home. . Once.il’ was whisporod
that sho came as a tramp, dressed-in m ‘s cloth-
ing,
other time it was .oporteu that he father had
soon hor in a gypsy camp,'- Again'cmne the rumor
that Jeanotte was n tchol . 7 during th. war, and
it was late ‘a
in pome far away city i+ the we t, and trat on one
ocension she had visited' her fathor, aud was or-
' dorod away. .- R P

., But theai. :&vei‘" 1.‘&. ‘rpiv'-t..eilf'ﬁh‘oiétpfi'v;;-r_‘Tlf_\eii» : Tﬁiu; inAf.lxe"'sto;‘v‘?tpzldabv-- the-first of ‘%h’g_--’urwu."-"

ndering about the face r the eurth ...

tant she had marricd, ar. liv |.

have been thero a long Lime,
one of {hem since 1848,
Thero  ave  eieht i all,
tho'gh, five ehildrc., fathor,
molher and stepmother. Lt is
in a eorner of the Wast Ash-
tabuln cometory; ono of the
oldeet corners, iu faet, in the
comefory,  Around it are
quuint old marhle hondstones,
with names on them that are
thought old fashloned now.
A gray fungus has over
apread thé hases of theso
monummonts, but the inserip-
tions aro clenr on ‘he white
marble slalis, 'Tho graves are
not sanken, nor grass ;,'(l'n“hl:
the grounds are too well .
groomed for that Their out.
lines aro hut faintly defined;
over the graves the pgrass
grows a triflo greener than
clsowhero.. Tho shadows of tho .ombstones protect
that par’ o tho sod fron the hurning wafternoon
sun; the rost of the MeAdums lot s aull, dead
gray. - There have heen no flowers ou these graves
for years. Aroune Lhe tombstones a fow shoots of

" **shoop sorrel”’ have sprung up; that is all,

In theso narrow cells lioc the MeAdams fumily.
The story of their donth is mostly tradition now;
all the written record of tho story is an old
publication, the Lake Shore Magazine, long since
out of print. There are the death nctices, also-
with poetry, in the yellow files of tho current news-
pupers,. and more -ecently .part of the story was
printed in the loenl paper, signod by one of the
old vesidents of the villuge.

Julia Was the _ _ -
First to Die

Jennette wns the oldest of the ehildrea. After:
the fumly had livod in Enst Ashtubwia nine yonrs
she went to Cleveland to work. Noné remember”
whero sho worked, and vecollections of the girl
herself nre vague as they are benrce. It 15 suid
that she wus wild, and cnlike the .othors, Sho
wins engaged to bo married to a Cleveland muh,
according to gossip. )

Onc dny she cume home for a visit. Julin, o

'youugc\r sister; was making ready to go to school

in -the village, where she' was to board with a
fumily named Holdridge. That night the family’
sat avound the firoplace.- .Julia, was hemming =
handkerehief. - The family retired that night as
usual, and-a fow hotirs later Jeanette called to her
mother that “.Iu'in ‘was verv sick.’’ Father and
mother hurried down stairs, but the girl died be-
fore morning, almost before a doctor could be

called. -
,JULXA A,
Daughter of A. and R, McAdams,
Died Feb. 27, 1848, -
" ,Aged 14« years,

. H ) '
I'vo ycars Inter Jeanette camo homo to spend

the holidnys. On New Yenr's ove the fumily was
once more gulhored hofore the freplace, Arfhur,

enting apples, was lying on a buffalo robo in front
of -the fire, his dog besido him. Suddemy ho he-
enmo {11, and in an instant was writhing about the
floor in convulslons, A physician was ealled, but
the hoy died as suddenly as had his older sister,

At that timo Ahigail was away from home,
Walter, one of the younger sons, hitehed up the
tonm and brourht hia sister for the funerni The
whita hearse mnde another trip, and the second
chapter in the McAdams story was written in eold
marble:  ‘“Arthur, don of A. aud R. MeAdums,
died Jan. 1, 1850, Aged 8 ycurs’’ '

Tho duy aftor tho funerul Abiguil was helping
her mother -with the hous:work, naking bods,

““Mother, did you know that Jeanotto has a
man’s swt of clothes In her room,’’ she callod.
"Fho reference to the suit of clothes is obsenre, but
it is supposed that Jennctte was in tho habit of
clothing herself in them and leaving the house by
her bedroom window, recurning bhefore daybronk
unkrown'to the family. What jtrango errand she
was hent o~ no one cun conjoctire,

‘“Mother, T wish I bad not enten that pieco of
eandy that Jeunette guve me,’’ she exclaimed a
few hours later. : - .

There is an uncanny tale that ns she smid this,
she put her hand on the mantel, knd that the fum-

ily suw whito blotches on it—as symptom of arsenie-
‘poisoning.

These were her lust words. - Before
physicians and* neighbors eoiilc rench the little
house baek in the pine woods the oldest dunughtor
hud died.  They dug u third grave _vhile the
carth on {he adjoining one wus yet frosi. And
tho third chapter of the story was carved in tho
simple ingeription. And ufter the funernl Jeanetto
returned to Cleveland.

The Mysterious Death
Comes to Walter .
She did not make another visit until about the

10th of August, of thie same yoar. - Walter, the
fourteen-year-old son, and his tcther were hauling

staves to tho dock at the harbor, when, returning -

home at aight, the boy complained of .fecling. ill.
Ho went upstairs, his. sister Jeanette following

him. The boy rapidly .became worse aind crawled
" down stalfs to his mothe: 's roomni,” Blie was haistily
sumuioned £rom- the bedside of s ueighlicr. of 'whom -

~Ebrror to all the neighborhood, fof;

_band of gypsies, which camped along -

:paklig onp
led, =0 - k
diod_in groat .agony,’’ writes: Lucy M.
ooli, in the Ashtubula. Boneon.. *¢*My:husband
halped-hold bim on tlie bed, By this Limg the sight
of the grny t1onm s;wcding townrd town. hrought
‘there were no

telepionas, and each {imo.a.member of (he Me.

'_ and doctors and nelghbors

“Adanig. family was strieken somaone wenl wilh all
apoed for Dr. Coleman of FKast Ashtabula.'’
7 Another marhle slah was added 4o the row in

the corner of the cometory,

Jeanette returned to (leveland, and exaelly a
month later paid another visit to ber parenis.
This time Luther, who had been playing in the
streel. with some boys, came into the house nod
compluined of nol feeling well.  His sister eared
for him also, but he was seized with convulsions,
and the tonm made another trip, and rot  od too
lato. ’ '
A few days after this death the whole family
went o chureh, and Jeanelte remained at home,
preparing the noonday menl.  All were tiken vio-
lently ill ufter dinner, but none died this timo,

About the first of Fehruary of the next voar,
1851, Jeunotte agnin came home from Cloveland,
Her mofther was in bed, sulfer,ng from a sevore
cold. The evening after hor arvival Jeunotte bicught
her o white powder, telling her that it wus sume
medicine that the doetor had left for her. The
mother took the powder, Jeaneite went to bed,
and the husband, Alexander MeAdami, sul by the
firo.  Hle swon hourd the woman groaning, and
hurried to her side, to find her dying. It later
appeared that there had heen no powder left, ac-
cording to the story of the doctor. o

By this time there was talk of ‘wholesulo poison-
ing.  Neighbors were terrified; nothing -of the -
kind had ever fallen.upon the community. Five of -
the children had died, and the niother; only three
remuined, with tho father. ‘I'hey dwelt in torror,
ouch.oxpeeting that he would be the next.

few, months later, the cxuet time is not

known; the' daughter returned home again, ~ 'I'he
night of her arrival she smve her Eather u letter
to post. 'The story us toul now is that out of
curiosity he opened it, and found lo his horror that
bis doom had been sealed. [le was to be the next,
the letter told him. Plans for doing away with
him were sot forth, Hé roturnea to ‘he house,
terror stricken und, it is said, ordered tho girl-
from home. .

The Father Drivet ' s

-

.Jeanette Away

At this point Jonnette sappe .18, save for three
glimpses, most of tliem, however, being no .more
than merost rumors now. o

It is said that she wont awn;-, and that the only
timo her father ever saw her again was with o
. erook,
Scoing that sho was recogunized she disappoured
frons the eamp. :

Another story is that durin. the eivil war the
girl, drerse. in man’s clothes, wus a rebol spy in
the union camps and ho mtals. ' :

. Others say that onc nigh: a tramp came to the
house and reggoed food. Tle father, sotting out a
luneh, is said to have recognized the daughter
Jeunetto, but what his attitude was no one knowe.
Some say he again ordered her away.

~Agnin thero ave tinse who say that, after wany
years, the girl returned for n visit, saying that she
was married, and lived in a distant state. - - :

With - those “brief glimps.s Jeunette. drops oub
of sight. : e : L

And ‘thore nge only & fow now who .romember: .
thewo Btrango liuppenings back ip tlto.pigqqm_odq.-




